
Gisborne Bushwalking Club Celebrates 40 Years 

The Gisborne Bushwalking Club proudly celebrated its 40th Anniversary on the 17th July. 
It marked this major milestone with a luncheon at the Pig and Whistle Hotel in East 
Trentham. This venue is near the area of that first walk in 1982, on tracks in the Lerderderg 
Gorge, and has been the scene of a number of Christmas celebrations since. 

Highlights of the day included the launch of a book covering the four decades of the club. 
The book was collated by our current Walks Co-ordinator, Nigel Tarr, who spent the last 
12 months researching past club newsletters and photographs to cover the development 
of the club. The book was launched by the first club president, Robert Blair. 

Brian Smith was recently nominated and approved 
as our first Life Member and he was presented with 
a certificate to acknowledge his contribution to the 
club. Brian, an original member of the club, has held 
a number of Committee positions over the years 
and is always encouraging new members in the 
knowledge of “all things bushwalking”. He still offers 
navigation and map reading skills for interested 
members. 

A wonderful display of photos was arranged by 
Shirley Forsythe and Hendy O’Toole made and 
decorated a beautiful cake that was cut to honour 
the club’s proud history. 

 

   

 The celebratory cake, decorated with the GBWC logo 
and wildflowers from the Gisborne region. 

 

 

To conclude the celebrations, two 
walks were completed the following 
weekend on the track first undertaken 
in 1982. This walk is affectionately 
known within the club as the Grog 
Walk and includes such names as 
Square Bottle Track, Whiskey Track 
and Champagne Track. An appropriate 
celebratory drink was consumed at the 
end of the walk. 
 

The club has welcomed 12 new members in the past nine months and looks forward to 
many more decades of walking. Visit the club website to view some of our activities. 

Margot Sanders 
Secretary, GBWC 

https://www.gisbornebwc.org.au/

