
 

 

Brilliant Base Camps 

Base Camps are a great way to enjoy short breaks without crossing state borders and they offer a raft of 
experiences that often differ from day walks and pack carries: 

 Each night you return to your base – campsite, hut, cabin or even a ‘fluffy pillow’ venue! 
 You can travel much further afield to explore new areas of the state. 
 Longer trips mean you can truly relax and immerse yourself in the landscape. 
 Enjoy car-free days: there’s often little or no travel to the start of each day’s walk. 
 Walkers only need to carry a day pack (instead of tent, sleeping bag and several days’ food). 
 Complementary outdoor activities such as kayaking and canoeing, bike riding, geocaching and 

photography may be incorporated in the base camp program. 
Social activities are often a highlight of base camps: perhaps a camping stove cook-off, a photo 
competition or a film night; make a short promotional video for your club’s website or meet new walkers 
by making it an interclub event. Some clubs incorporate refresher training – a ‘live’ first aid scenario out 
on the track, or a practical navigation exercise. 

Planning 
There are several factors related to planning and running a base camp – over and above those required 
for a day walk – which the leader must consider, including: 

 Assessment of accommodation, catering and transport options and costs. (It’s always worth 
asking a commercial accommodation provider if they offer a discount for groups.) 

 Bush camping: click here to read what the Bushwalking Manual says about choosing a campsite, 
camp hygiene, stove safety and limiting the use of campfires. 

 Check out sunrise and sunset times to ensure you’re back at base before dark each evening. 
 Research the contact details, opening hours and location of the closest emergency facility. 
 Clarify costs: some clubs support leaders by reimbursing their base camp recce petrol costs; most 

have agreed guidelines for sharing petrol costs between walkers on extended trips. 
 
Now, all you need to do is to decide where to go! There 
are over 40 bookable National Park campgrounds in 
Victoria, many close to fantastic walks. 
Some clubs have a library of past Federation Walks 
booklets, which are an extremely helpful resource if 
you want to plan several walks in a particular region of 
Victoria. 

Next month, we’ll launch the first article in our 
occasional Brilliant Base Camps series. 
Each will provide an overview of the chosen 
destination: its unique environment, camping and 
accommodation options, walks (including family-
friendly walks) and a suggested list of the best maps 
and resources. Watch for details next month on how 
you and your club can share your favourite base camp 
suggestions! 

 

https://bushwalkingmanual.org.au/the-trip/campsites-stoves-and-campfires/
https://sunrisesunset.willyweather.com.au/vic.html
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/where-to-stay/camping

