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Purpose

This document sets out Bushwalking Victoria’s policy with regard to other recreational

user groups.

Bushwalking Victoria policy documents aim to:

1. Inform our members, bushwalkers, media, government, decision makers and
other users of protected areas of our position on the topics covered.

2. Ensure consistency in the actions, words and decision making of office bearers,
board members, staff, convenors and other volunteers, both now and into the
future.

3. Ensure that Bushwalking Victoria office bearers, staff, convenors and other
delegated persons may act without the need to refer all decisions to the
Bushwalking Victoria Board.

Should an unforeseen situation arise, including circumstances where it will be desirable
for actions to be taken which directly or implicitly contradict any Bushwalking Victoria
policy, the matter should be referred to the Bushwalking Victoria Board for resolution,

or in urgent cases to the Bushwalking Victoria Executive.

Bushwalking Victoria’s policies aim to be consistent with the corresponding policies of
Bushwalking Australia.

Principles Underlying Policy Positions

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) defines a protected area

as follows:

‘A protected area is a clearly defined geographical space, recognised, dedicated and
managed, through legal or other effective means, to achieve the long term conservation of
nature with associated ecosystem services and cultural values.’

For the purposes of this document therefore, ‘protected area’ includes National Parks,
State Parks, Forest Reserves, Fauna and Flora Parks, Wilderness or Reference areas,
and any other natural area protected by Victorian or Federal legislation.
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We believe that the challenge to all managers and recreational users of protected areas
is to balance the rights of public access, conservation, and the right to quiet enjoyment
of natural areas. The appropriate balance between these three factors depends on the
nature and characteristics of each area.

At one extreme, wilderness and reference areas are totally focussed on conservation and
scientific study. At the other, local parks and gardens are almost totally focussed on
wider public access and recreational activities. Protected areas such as national parks
must strike a balance, which may be achieved by defining zones within individual parks
with different emphases. Such zones must be clearly defined and delineated in the
management plans for each park.

Bushwalking Victoria believes that bushwalkers should enjoy the natural environment
in a way that inflicts minimum damage or degradation. The practical application of this

is outlined in the ‘Tread Softly’ brochure, (Bushwalking Victoria, May 2003).

In addition, we would refer walkers to the ‘Leave No Trace’ web-site. www.Int.org.au/

Leave No Trace Australia is a national non-profit organisation dedicated to promoting
and inspiring responsible outdoor travel and recreation through education, research and
partnerships.
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Bushwalking Victoria recognises that many other recreations can be carried out in
protected areas. We believe that careful and appropriate planning is needed to ensure
that recreational users do not adversely impact on each other, and on the natural

environment.

Bushwalking Victoria advocates that all users adopt a ‘minimum impact’ ethos
equivalent to that adopted by bushwalkers.

Fixed Wing Aircraft and Helicopters

Bushwalking Victoria opposes aircraft operating at low altitude over protected areas
except in emergencies. The operation of helicopters in protected areas should primarily
be restricted to search and rescue, fire-fighting and essential management purposes.

Sightseeing flights where permitted should operate in such a way as to minimise
disturbance to other recreational groups.

Trail bikes and 4WD vehicles

Bushwalking Victoria opposes the use of trail bikes and 4WD vehicles off-road and on
management and walker-only tracks in protected areas.

All Terrain Bicycles (Mountain Bikes, etc)

Use of all-terrain bicycles (ATBs) should not be permitted off-track, in protected areas.
All-terrain bicycles should not be permitted in areas or on tracks where they could cause
danger to other track users, erosion or other land degradation problems.

In areas used heavily by bicycles and walkers, separate tracks should be provided where
possible, or where conditions (e.g. limited visibility or track width) cause risk to both

groups.

Hunting and shooting

Bushwalking Victoria recognises that shooting can be the most effective method of
controlling and eradicating feral/pest animals, and supports shooting as part of pest
control or eradication programs organised and supervised by land management

authorities that use licensed professionals and/or suitably qualified land management
staff.

Bushwalking Victoria also accepts that there is a long history of shooting of deer by
recreational shooters in some sections of some protected areas, on a seasonal basis. We
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are opposed to any moves to increase areas available for shooting in protected areas, to
lengthen the season or to relax licensing requirements for recreational shooters.

Bushwalking Victoria believes that hunting with dogs in protected areas should not be
allowed under any circumstances.

Bushwalking Victoria acknowledges that there are Paddling Codes of Practice, and

legislation that minimise impact on waterways and riparian zones.

Bushwalking Victoria believes that paddling, rafting and personal watercraft activities
should not be conducted in ways or in places that impact other users’ quiet enjoyment of

natural areas.

Commercial paddling and rafting activities should be conducted in a manner consistent
with the guidelines for commercial activities set out in our ‘Commercial Activities’
policy.

Horse riding in protected areas should be permitted only where supported by an
appropriate management plan.

Bushwalking Victoria believes that horse riders in protected areas should adhere to the
code of practice developed by the Victorian Trail Riders association, and in particular
should be aware of the potential for degradation and damage to creeks, seasonal
watercourses and boggy/marshy areas.

Commercial fishing in protected areas should not be permitted, nor should stocking of
exotic species such as trout, in rivers and streams flowing into or adjacent to protected

areas.

Recreational fishing should not be permitted where it might impact on native species
(such as platypus and other riparian fauna), or where it might impact others’ quiet
enjoyment of the environment.

Activities such as Rogaining and Orienteering are healthy and widely popular and bring
many people into natural areas. Rogaining and Orienteering events and activities
should be conducted in a manner and in locations that do not adversely affect other
users.
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Prospecting/Fossicking
Bushwalking Victoria accepts that there is a long history of recreational prospecting and
fossicking in some protected areas. We believe that prospectors and fossickers should be
restricted to existing permitted areas, and should not be permitted to use equipment
detrimental to the local environment.

Cross Country Skiing

Cross Country skiing is a popular winter activity, providing recreational opportunities
for many bushwalkers in winter months, and is generally of much lower impact than
downhill skiing and other winter sports. It is generally carried out at times and in
places that affect very few other users.

Cross country skiing events such as competitions should be conducted in a manner and
in locations that do not adversely affect other protected area users.

Other Outdoor Activities

Bushwalking Victoria believes that all outdoor activities in natural areas should be
conducted in a manner and in locations that minimise impact on the environment and

do not adversely affect other park users.
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