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Walking and Talking with the Bushwalking Victoria
President

Starting the new year

As always after the AGM, we prepare ourselves for the new year,
reassign the tasks and responsibilities among Board members and set
our targets for the new year (2015-2016). The Strategic Plan we created
in 2013 is still guiding our efforts, but each year we prepare an
Operational Plan that sets out the tasks for the year ahead.

Each Board member has responsibility for leading a number of activities,
and builds small workgroups (typically with three to five members) to
help them achieve their objectives.

Over the next two months I will ask each Board member to describe the

main tasks they are working on and what they hope to achieve.

Tony Walker, President,
Bushwalking Victoria

The new Board

I am happy to announce that, following approval of the new rules concerning Individual Supporter
members at the August Board meeting, it was unanimously agreed to appoint Peter Campbell to be a
Board member for 2015-2016 to fill the remaining vacant Board position.

Many of you will know Peter as the convener of the Bush Search and Rescue (BSAR) committee. As
such, he has frequently attended Board meetings, and so he begins his time formally on the Board with
much experience of how Bushwalking Victoria operates.

We therefore have four new board members this year. I have asked each of them to describe their
background and experience in their own words.

Hadi Hezaveh

Although Hadi joined the Board in March, this is his first full year as a Board member. His main focus
will be on the needs of Individual Supporter members, but will also be taking a role in maintaining and
building the Bushwalking Victoria website. We also expect to draw on his expertise in the use of social

media.

Hadi writes: I was born in Arak, Iran in 1987. I studied maths and physics at
high school then I studied for a Batchelor of Chemical Engineering
(graduated 2009) in Arak. I did my Masters in Chemical Engineering at UTM
in Malaysia (graduated 2012). I continued my studies in biomedical
engineering at University of Queensland in 2013. Currently I am doing my
PhD in Biomedical Enginering in-at CSIRO’s Clayton site.

I co-founded the Iranian Bushwalkers Club in August 2104 and have been
Secretary of the club since then.
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I have a particular interest in outdoor activities, including bushwalking and rock climbing. In Iran, 1
joined a group of mountain climbers in 2000. We mostly climbed mountains in west and central regions
of Iran.

I am a Board member of the Australian-Iranian Society of Victoria (AISOV).I am also interested in
landscape and abstract photography, traditional Persian music and literature.

Philip Davis

Philip has agreed to take on the role of Bushwalking Victoria’s Secretary
— a big role for a new Board member! Philip was formerly a Victorian
Upper House member for East Gippsland and is a member of the Ben
Cruachan Bushwalking Club. Philip has identified his initial tasks as
reviewing and improving Bushwalking Victoria’s information
management processes and looking at how we can build the organisation
to prepare for future growth.

Philip writes: I was born at Maffra in Gippsland to a farming family. My
education and training focussed on agriculture and business. My career
included a brief period working in the oil and gas industry, then farming -

growing sheep for wool and raising beef cattle - for three decades. %
I S X &
I was actively involved in representing Victorian farmers at state and national levels for more than a
decade. This was followed by more than two decades representing Gippsland in the Victorian
Parliament. While a member, I was actively involved in land and resource management issues, and
advocated for improved management of public land including improving access for walkers. I was
Chairman of Victorian Government's Trails Coordinating Committee for four years until mid-2015 and I

am currently a member-of the Alpine Advisory Committee.

My bushwalking involvement commenced in late primary school, including scouting, army cadets and
extensive school outdoor education programs. School holidays were frequently filled with trips to the
Victorian High Country and Wilsons Promontory for camping and hiking. With the pressure of work
and family these adventures declined until 2008 when ‘normal operations’ resumed.

My favourite region for walking is the Alpine Park. My favourite day walk is at Mount Howitt. My
favourite multiday trip is Mount Skene to King Billy.

Joslin Guest

Joslin is a member of the Boroondara Bushwalkers Inc. She has been
editor of Bushwalking News Victoria for some years now. She will take
responsibility for communications and publicity and will help us drive
a higher profile for Bushwalking Victoria in forthcoming years.

Joslin writes: I was educated at: Auburn Central School, University
High School, University of Melbourne (Commerce) and University of
Sydney (Agricultural Economics). I have worked as an agricultural
economist, transport economist, documentation analyst and process
mapper.
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